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A Cut Above

by Claire Pancer=

Clever and Talented, Paul NMeinast Believes
Im His Community.

PALIL MEIMAST, DALLAS HAIRSTYLIST EXTRACRDIMNAIRE, 1S5 PROBABLY BEST MMNOWMN AS THE
awrer of @ auccassiul sslon and & maator of color and style,. However, you miy ot De awanes
that thers is more 1o this man than scissors and a8 comb auggaost. Although he has an
intarnaticnal meputation as o stylist, Neinast |8 Nt & man who is content merely 1o rost on Nis
Imurnls. As 1991 moves nte 18992, e s involved in a number af fulfilling projects guarantesad
to oxpand him paracsnally and professionally.

For atartors, e has sgresd o chair 1992's suicide prevention gaia, “When | was asked
to ahalr this, | really ed 1o think whether | was able 1o make a8 commitmeant o k" says
Meinast, “The thing that really got ma was sooing the statistice on suicids and realizing how
many poople's lives haes Baen ouchod Dy it We won 1o Ly this mnd pull it out of thes
closat.” Supported by @ network of socially active frlends, Moinast is Isoking forsord 1o o
sucosssful oveant. "1'd ke for this 1o stay exclusive, with abowut 1,000 people invited,” he aays
The gals, & Black te nffair, |18 to be heid in the Monon Moyerson in the fall and will featuro
“@ ealobrity the caliber of Jennifer Hollicey, Tina Turner or Moy Connick, e After the
prErforrmances, Fuosts will De vrentod 1o dinmesr and clamraing.

Campatition from other organizations fofr on incrensingly small numbar of eharity dollars
nas the haoirdrosssr on the alen and organized. He hopas © have all committess set firmily by
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the first of 1992, with undersyriting in place bofore the beginning of summer, Neinast would
mifa ke to sce 8 spring kRick-off of awarcness for the evernt, beginning perhaps with donaticns
from his salon — o osrtain amownt of monay from each haie cut and Biaw dry fTor a spaoific
Earkod of time would e sarmaoarked Tor the avent .,

“Winat this gala will do,” Mainast says. s prosioe us with funds To reilns the sl of
fSUlcide swarenoss, as well as funding for crisis conter/counsaling.” One iden e proposes s
to aond counssions o all slemeantany, junior Ligh and high schools in the area with the T L
that thore are other options bosides suicide, ~“This atrongly offects poopln 25 and under,~ e
REys. “We need to make & circle around the schools so that children and toonagers can have
oruciEl Inforrmatiaen on sulcide prevention, ™

Chairing the upooming gals is not the halrdresser s firat Bruak with ocharity work. in
1280, he chaired o cystio fibrosis gals o Dallas that wos o huge succoss, i woas told later
thal we raiscd tha Most Money over ralsod 0 the atate of Texas had for oysiic fibrosis, ” Ay
Moinast. Howevoer, he doosan't limit his good worke to high-profile funetians, “We oo things ol
the time for associations thot bonoefit multiple sclorosis, eukemia, oto, IT°s one of thoas things

that ks yoea foeol

woa. seaces. WV IE€@N YOUW’VE
really been blessed,
why not give when .
vyou have the - o swonay
opportunity?’ -~ e

of cormmunity e fincds
in Dallas. =1 ke ving in Dallas. ™ he says. =1 grow up Bece and | really e it D Dean
halfway around the world and back, and have stayed in citios like Paris, London and Rome long
Sraugh o Know shimther or not 1'd liks to llve tharae, While | lowve Europe,. | don't want to iive
thers. That's what | mean by 8 senss of community. We'ss 2ot B whola network of poople
figlping ooch othor Rere. ™ And Dis commitment e community doesn't and sAth RS o
Involverment. In what must surely be the bost application of m trickls-cown theory, oooch stylist
N Nainast's asian s involved swith o differont charity, from AIDS o cancer peagve mTioe,

O the strictly businoess side of things, MNeinost ewill B KEpt souaiiy :uuu.:!- im 1992, His
original salon moved carlior this yoer 1o &8 location in the Crescont, swhare bis Sesrl inclodss o
Hungarian fooialist, & facialist who spoecinlizes in permanent cosmatics (eyobrows, ovoliner, lip
line, skin camaufiaging, oo, ), two manicurists, sevon halrdressers and thoes makeup artists,
Ha I8 currently training sevan stylists to be placed in the planned Meinast 1l, o second, less
SEpEnSiel Salon featuring the “MNeinast quality and Noinast nosw-Row.”  He alao s devsloping o
12-plece produet line 1o debol next August of Soeptember, As T that weren t o, Pt ke
Lo Duild two other salons (ons in L993) and Neinast also has plans 1o corms out with Bis own
BhinCone and cosmaetics lines.  =1"we got the abbility. Aaw 1°d just ke to moke it o reality, ™ saes

Meinaat, hapgplily contemplating all that his future holds. 8
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